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DEATH !N LIFE

Bo fair, so rare, and yet so soon to die!

F.ove's. .cup untesied, brimming full and
high,

Life’s rusic silenced all s, suddenly.

the hair of living gold,

rend scuiptor as of cld!

His touch makes marble—passionless and
ocid.

he closes o

night ror day—
ht that earth

seals hear

can say
The lips he kisses never shall betray!

D prattier of the open heart and brow,

Sphinx-like, in le thou liest now—
Poomed evermore to keep 2 silence-vow!
=M. Hedderwick Browne, in Chambers’

Journal
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THE EHINT OF THE EARTHQUAKE
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#penk, despite Lthe roar, when [ felt the floor
beneath me tremble, as though the house
swas shaken by a mghty power. It passed
in the instant, and as it did so the thunder

1
il

Wsite

=0Oh, you shorn Samson!™
foded sway for the moment, and Scam-
bis band, let it rest on the

whence the pistol held me

2 Then be spoke, and per-
baps because the excitement indoors and out
S kad parily sobered him, his words came
cleariy:
*] bave here your d—d message in my
Band, but, 2s you may well guess, it is fore-

B stalled. There will be no light between us

L0-MOrTow morning.
*EBapase vou de

it safer to murder me
“Give me but—"
S Shut your mouth!” he interrupted, let-
2o hustemper. Do you think I am bere
ndy words with a rebel? Capt. Donald

88 the end of your rope, and you'll find that
B endhissanoose in it, you eurs:
B B continned, T

in hus

Bend immedistely rescating Limself, while
B8 voice grew louder, “do you think I ama

Bilipal, or so blind that I may not see through
s mildie’ 1 bave found you out, hide and
ir—Thorndyle, of Martha's Vineyard—
bel—spy! Had you esczped me
gay, and been off on Clinton'sdusiness,
¢h doubtlsss lies there” (pointing to my.
which lay on the table), “I would
ed you down had it cost me my
on. Escape me? No, by the godx!

beginning I fancied you the frand

el

:
be, you wi!l see that a seamew is nothmng in
kis grip. Nay, I have not come to shoot you
cown as you deserve, but I know your in-
fernal tricks, and mean to hold you where
vou belong. T take it "twill afford me more
pleasure to see you dance at a rope's end
than dirty my hands with your blood, save
vou make it urgent. Let me clinch the mat-
ter now, and then make you ready to marc
Pelow stairs at this moment is Lounsbury
the flesh, and with him a file of men to take
you off. This bit of play was for my own
pleasure, and, baving had it, I'll be yous
valet and stay by your heels until you are
safely delivered to Cunningham. Now God
rest your miserable soul! Have you aught
to say before I give the word to the rest #”

To state that I was unaffected by these
words, which were poured forth in a tor-
rent as though my tormentor feared inter-
ruption, would be false. I saw my plans for
the future, my hope for life itsclf, swept
away together, and nothing but a blank,
broken only by a vision of the gallows,
danced before my eyes.

To say that he had the satisfaction of
sceing me visibly quail would be equally
fulse, for, though my heart beat thickly
cnough, I sat unmoved and looked at him
gs though in a dream. I even essayed to
speak, but words would not comse, for my
throat was clinched by invisible | S,

“Are you crushed at last?” he exclaimed,
with a grim smile, though without shifting
bis eye or aim. “Oh, you shorn Samson!
[ am well paid for your cursed insults.”

He was still speaking when
heavy shake came to the flcor
now it did not pass into a gentle tremor
and fade away; instead, it grew stronger
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r :ved me from the k
negro, and now ’'twas an carthquake that
might open a way for my deliverance by
splashing water from a pitcher.

e a i

ng my nerves to conceal the new

» that had sprung to life, I b to act.
ver had I felt my muscles knit firmer or
>een less in need of stimulant than when,

ng back as if at last overcome by the
bined shock of his words and the con-
cen of nature, which had now passed,
said slowly and as though dezed:

“I am but a prisoner of war, sir. I was
forced for my ow afety to come to New
York. I am no—spy—I will go—but—you—
let me drink. I feel lax and—dizzy.”

“You have none of the Indi in vou,
you palelivered snezk!” he answered.
“Drink, then, and gather your spunk and
legs for action. Beat me with the flat of
your sword! 'Fore God! Dut wait till I
can shift my eye from you! Drink, and then
move before we have another quake, and the
walls about us—"twill be your last dram.”

With apparent effort T raised myself,
reached for the bottle, and poured out a
stiff measure of liquor, which I drank off;
then taking the pitcher, I made as thougk to
fill the glass, but as I tipped it, with a sad-
den movement 1 whirled full half a galien
of watler over the pistol, drenching the
priming and making the weapon useless.
With this action I sprang to my feet.

Scammell was quick, but not quick
enough. The water had but reached the
powder when I heard the snan of the de-
scending hammer, and saw his first mo-
tion to gain his legs; but, following upthe
drowning of the fire-pan, I lifted the heavy
table and overterned it on him, pushing
him backward, where to the floor went man,
furniture, and erockery with a terrific crash.

At that moment there came a vivid flash of
lightning, and hard upon it an appalling
of thunder. Though almost blinded
and deafened by the bolt, I sprang round
the overfurned table, and seizing the first
thing coming to hand, which proved to be
the water jug still unbroken, I grasped the
struggling tory by the threoat and with all
my force brought down the heavy earthen-
ware on his uncovered head.

The pitcher flew to fragments, leaving
but the handle in my grasp, while Scammell
became limp and collapsed.

This action teck place during the interval
at which the thunder was the loudest, and
was probably the reason that caused the
noise of the fall of the table to be unnoticed
by these below. But, as though it had been
insufficient, another violent convulsicn fol-
lowed, which came and went with the
suddenness of the explesion of a park of
artillery.

I had bLut gotten to a standing position
when a concussion rocked the house to its
foundation. It sprang not from the earth
below thiz time, but from the air above,
the vibrations of which dashed the hang-
ing glass from the wall aind caused the win-
dow panes to fly in pieces into theroom. 1t
was not of the nzture of am earthquake,
still less like thunder near or afar; much
it resembled the blowing up of 2 magazine,
though not until afterward did I come to
know this as the solution of the matter.
The flash that had lighted my attack on
Scammell had struck a powder ship just
from England as she lay at anchor off Wall
street, and no vestige® of it or those abeard
was ever discovered. [This combination of
intense heat, violent storm, earthquake,
and explosion actually ocecurred in New
York city, Sundn::', August 8, 1775.]

—Fhé ¥iéidus nature of the shockwas-un-
like the gradual coming and going of the
earthquake, and that it had oecasioned
more alarm [ soon knew by the shouts that

peal

bore a I

beheld | a gentleman!

” Rl
in a panic when it seemed that
ing would fall. y

My safety still demanded immediate a¢
tion, for shounld curiosity or distrust impel
the guard to come upstairs, I would be un-
done. That move would drive me to bay,
and either oblige me to finally surrender or
die like a rat in a hole.

But I bad determined a course of pro-
cedure by the time I had finished getting
into my clothing. Hastily setting the table
upright, I stooped over the body of Scam-
mell. T expeeted to find him dead, and was
surprised to discover that he was still of
this world, the thickness of his curly hair
and a possible crack in the jug having
saved him from a crushed skull. He was
completely stunned, however, and with
little ado I dragged him into the cleset and
shut the door.

My sole chance of escape now lay in get-
ting to Clinton and procuring a pass, which
might be used ere a hue and cry was raised
after me, and I fancied the hour was not
fur from that appointed for the meeting.
It was possible that Clinton had been in-
formed of the falsity of my name, though I
argued if that had been then Scammell would
never have approached e in the manner he
had done. At all events, the risk must be
taken.

At first sight there seemed no means of
leaving the house save by the stairs or a
drop of twenty feet or more from my side
window; but, upon investigation, I dis-
covered a pent roof beneath the windows
of a room near the end of the hall, and upon
going into the chamber I saw the apart-
inent was probably the quarters cceupied
by my late assailant. Upon the bed lay a
military hat, coat, and saber, while from

i hung a long cloak used by cavalry

the latter, I stepped from
of,

1.
So far I had been unobserved, and it took
me not many moments te get into the street

irom there droppe«

A woman is a better judge of a2 man than
one of his own sex.”

and below the tavern, working from there a
roundabout course through the east side of
the town or until I dured to come out on
the Broadway. :

I kad little fear of immediate pursuit, as
none save Delden had an inkling of my
aission to Clinton; and this, with the pre-
vailing excitement due to the explesion
and everywhere manifest, placed me out of
canger for the time.

With the cloak about me, both as a dis-
guise and a protection from the rain which
was still falling, though rapidly diminishing,
I strode down to headquarters, and there
boldly sent in the name of “Captain Louns-
bury” to the general in chief. It relieved
me greatly to note no signs of an unusual
atir about the place, nor did the guard at
the door show more than a passing interest
in me as he turned me over to the flunky
within the hall.

Deing ushered into the same great saloon
I had known the day before, I waited with
natural impatience for recognition. I was not
far from my appointed time, for the clock
on the mantel showed it was but quarter
of three, ner had I cooled my heels for long
before a lady entered. 1 caught but a
glimpse of her, secing little more than that
she was richly dressed, but marked her ap-
parent familiarity with the place by the
way she immediately swept from the room
without giving an cpportunity for the an-
nouncement of her name.

However, I was struck by the deference

i of the uniformed attendant as he backed

away from her, and her ladyship had not
been gone above five minutes when he re-
turned. With a glance askant at my cos-
tume, he requested me to follow him. We
traversed the length of the hall to an apart-
ment at its end, where, throwing wide the
door, he loudly announced “Captain Lotns-
bury!” and retired, while I entered to find
myself in the presence of the lady whe had
left the saloon but a few minutes before.

CHAPTER IX.
SIR HENRY CLINTON.

Conceiving that a blunder had been com-
mitted, and that I was unwittingly an in-
truder in a private room, I was about to
nake an apology for my presence when the
lady half rose from the partly reclining posi-
tion she had assumed and with a gentle
wave of her hand said:

“You are Capt. Lounsbury? Come near-
er, please. Sit here against the light, that
1 may have a look at you!” at the same time
indicating a chair near the great window
which was swung open and led to a small
balcony without.

Her voice was sweet, but even in these
few words I noticed the affectation of in-
flection so common with ladies of fashion,
and her original position, which she imme-
diately regained after thus addressing me,
was a pose pure and simple, doubtless
taken for the purpose of exposing her fine
arm and the graceful curves of her small
though equally fine figure.

“Madam,” T replied, advancing a pace or
two, “I have not the honer of knowing you
as well as you seem to know me. By what
pame—"'

“Mrs. Fiorence Badely,” she interrupted,
with a smile which discovered her small,
white teeth, and accentuated the rather
infantile pretticess of her face. “I have
taken the liberty of asking to sce yousere
you met Sir Henry. A woman is a better
judge of a man than one of his own sex.”

“And in the present case to what end,
madam?”’ 1 asked, bowing and taking the
chair to which she had motioned me.

Far an answer she slowly raised a pair of
double-bowed gold-eyeglasses, deliberately

and silently scanning me from head to foot. |
“Well!” she broke forth irrelevantly. ;""[I
protest, Capt. Leunsbury! You are almost

Were your face but less red
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creeping to the eaves |
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‘teeth and eyes, and yoar Lair also is ex-
cellent. I am quite provoked! Sir Henry
has deceived me, though it is now perhaps
just as well that you are not ill-favored.
Are you so hard-hearted, Capt. Lounsbury?
You scarce look a kidnaper!”

Her reference to kidnaping brought me
siharply back to the role of Lounsbury,
whose papers had shown kidnaping to have
been one of his accomplishments. Under
the sharp eye of this lady, whom 1 now
knew to be Clinton’s reported light-o’-love,
it would not do for me to make a slip.
That in some manner she had to do with
my coming secret instructions I instantly
surmised, but the conjecture on my part
could clear the mystery of the nature of this
interest. Deeming it poliey to refrain from
discussing the matter, I simply said:

“Madam, my leg is not exactly that of a
dancing master, nor has my figure the grace
of a courtier, but they are .the gifts of
God, and have seen service in this broil
against the king. As for the small compli-
ments, I am your debtor.”

“Now, really, Capt. Lounsbury, you have
Guite a neat gift at retort also.” But she
got no further, as at that instant a door
concealed by heavy bangings was suddenly
thrown open, letting in a burst of noisy
laughter from what might have been a dozen
men, the sound of jollity being mingled
with the clinking of glasses and clattering
of coin. The door then shut, and was evi-
den securely fastened, as I heard the
turn of a key and the shooting of a boit;
the curtains were pushed aside, and there

British forees in America.

Sir Herry gave me but a pa
se to my feet. He step;
g the hand of the
ly shifted her position
bowed low over
{inger tips.

[TO BE CONTINUED ]
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2ildren Went te the Circus and

Gen. Robert E. Lee, the famous con-
federate commander, was as kind-
hearted and simple-mannered he
was bia While pre
of Wa 1 and Lee unive

he later years of his life, ke
greatly beloved by the child -
whom he loved in return. It was bis de-
light to give the little ones plezsure.
Prof. Nelson’s two little girls were
great faverites. The would
turn and ride with wien they
met. enccurage them to talk of their
dolls and playthi and then escort
them home witl gallantry asif
they were He
alight and m down frem
the gentle old horse they Loth rode
he would part with a kiss from each
Onee the strict Presbyterian rule ¢f the
Nelsor household was
by the general. A circus was coming
tc town, and as Prof. and Mrs: Xeison
left for a visit of several days they
charged the children on no acecunt to

d a
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e,

gener

+3 vy
tiem
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nwouw

shocked

was radely

go. So the iwo little girls hung over
the fence, listened to the music and

envied the children that passed on their
way to that tented paradise. but they
never once hoped to go. Presently a
larger erowd of children than ever
came along, and in their midst was
Gen. Lee, keenly enjoying the happi-
ness of his little proteges. The little
Nelson giris joined the party without
a word when he asked them to come
along with him. Soon they were all in
the tent, and when the performance
began all were given reserved seats
by the owner of the circus. “Mother,
we went to the cireus,” was the greet-
ing of the children on their parents’
return. “Why, children, didn’t I tel!
you you must not go?" said their moth-
er. “Dut Gen. Lee took us.” “Oh. well,”
said their mother, “if Gen. Lee tock
you that’s all right.” After that going
to the circus was a legitimate amuse-
ment for the children.—Troy Times.

Presence of Mind.

The presence of mind of an American
soldier in moments of danger is cne
of his chief characteristies. A brother
cf Father de Smet, the poted Jesuit
missionary, who labored among the In-
dians of the west about a quarter aof
a century ago, was with his regiment
on some western campaign. Orne day
he wandered too far from the command.
and suddenly found himself surround-
ed by a band of hostile Indians. He
was seized and was just about to be
temahawked. when he remembered
kearing his brother say one day that
the Iudiars had a grear devotion for
the sign of the cross, the symbol of
the Catholic faitlh Aeccrdingly he
raised his right hand to his forehead

and in distinet tones repeated the
words: “In the name of the Father
aud of the Son and the Holy Ghost.”

As De Smet had expected the effect was
magical and in less than five minutes
he was a free man.—St. Louis Republie.

Matrimonial Jtem.

Said his nephew to Mr. Cynical C'd
bateh:

*So. uncie, you den't believe in marry-
ing for love?”

“No.”

*“Then I suppose you are in favor of
marrying for money?”

“No."y

“Well, what kind of marriage is the
best. in your opinion?"

“The cre that does not come off at
all."—Tammuny Times.

A Droken Heart.

Mr. Hardbead—And so the court has
decided in your favor?

Miss Levelhend—Yes. 1 have been
awarded $50,060 damages for a broken
bheart in my breach of promise suit
agairnst old Mr. Saphead. and the money
has been paid over. Now, my love, we
ean get married as soon as we please.—
Hariem Life.

Common Symptoms.
“{ thirk I am in love with that girl:
when she comes around I get threenew
disecses.” £ :
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ted La BERTA GUITAR by
wject o examination. Itisa
Genuine La Berta Ameriean inado instrnment of
great beauty, perfect roewcod finish, very

Handsomely inlaid around
celinlald

sound holaand niald stripe in baek,

bound tep scge. Fingerboard accurately fret-
ted with raised frets, inknid ’
Ameriran made pateat head.

arl position dots,
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SPECIAL PREMIUM OFFER.
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83.65 cash in fuil we will give a

nded in full,
With every order
accompanied by
Leitered

Chart. It is mn sceurate guide, bavi all notes, with
sharps and fiats in fail view, and 2:- be easily ag-
Justed to any guitar without changieg the

weut.  With the use of the lettered fingerboard any-

one =an learn to pinr witiont the

aid of a teacher,
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